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QAC Home page 

The small link at the top left (example is “QAC Home”) is called a Breadcrumb.  
These can be clicked to navigate to other pages or come back “Home”.   
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Subjective Testing and Evaluation Process 
(STEP)  

 A tool designed to minimize interpretive variability within 
subjective factor determinations in all graded commodities. The 
BAR reviews the factor separations of the OSP QAS, while the 
OSP QAS reviews the factor separations of the inspector.   There 
are four types of STEP – Random (RSTEP), Targeted (TSTEP),  
Flagged, (FSTEP) and Voluntary (VSTEP). 

 Targeted STEP are created with the Create New Targeted STEP 
link. 

 Flagged STEP profiles are created with the Flagged STEP Profiles 
link. 

 Voluntary STEP are created with the Create New Voluntary STEP 
link. 

 OSP QAS or BAR has the ability to enter their results by clicking 
the Edit New STEP or Edit Existing STEP link.  
3 



Edit New STEP 
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•Page lists all new STEP records that have not been reviewed.    
•Can click on the STEP Type drop-down to view a specific type - Random, Targeted, 
Flagged,  Voluntary 
•BAR/GSL may click the STEP Jurisdiction drop-down to view just the National or 
Local selections. 
•Click the word Edit to pull up a record. 



STEP Edit 
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•OSP QAS/BAR enters the Plus, Minus,  Supervision inspector number or name, and 
Supervision Date. 
•Enter supervision odors (& all non-numeric factors) in Remarks for the factor. 
•Result and Score are calculated at data entry. 
•Remarks can be added for each factor and/or the sample. 



STEP Edit (cont)  

•Factor name will appear red if outside the threshold limit (currently 90%).  
•Click the More Factors button to include additional non-mechanical factors that have 
SIMS results. 
•Press Save to save and exit or Return to cancel. 
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RSTEP Flow chart 
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TSTEP Flow Chart 
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FSTEP Flow Chart 
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VSTEP Flow Chart 
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Contacts 
• Comments and Questions can be directed to:  

• QAC Project Manager 
• Anita Heckenbach   anita.d.heckenbach@usda.gov  816-659-8402 

• USDA-FGIS-QACS 
• Ken Critchfield {Retired} 

• QAC  Team members 
• David Ayers cdgid@aol.com 
• Jim Brown {Retired} 
• Larry Freese  {Retired} 
• Dale Phetteplace {Retired} 
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