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QAC Home page

The small link at the top left (example is “QAC Home”) is called a Breadcrumb.  
These can be clicked to navigate to other pages or come back “Home”.  
2



Opinions

Opinions provide a quick exchange of interpretations between the 
inspector and OSP QAS/GSL and the BAR. 
An inspector submits challenging separations to the OSP QAS for 
review.   The QAS clicks the Create New Opinion link and enter the 
inspector’s information and may enter QAS corrections at this time.
OSP QAS can submit challenging separations to the BAR for review 
by clicking Create New Opinion, checking the box that states “Direct 
Request to BAR”, and filling out the form.   
GSL can submit challenging separations to the BAR by using the 
Create New Opinion link to enter information.
OSP QAS/GSL may submit a SIMS sample for an opinion to the BAR 
by clicking “Create & Attach Opinion” while in SIMS Edit.
The OSP QAS or BAR will use the Edit Existing Opinion link to enter 
their corrections,  new pick results, and remarks. 
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Edit Existing Opinion
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•If you know the Opinion ID, type number in the Opinion ID box and press Search. 
•To see a complete list of samples, leave page blank and press Search.
•To narrow your list, search by choosing dates, service points, or File Sample ID 
and press Search. 
•The Opinion Status may be Open, BAR Response Requested, BAR Verification 
Requested,  Supervised,  or Closed.



Opinion List
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•Page lists Opinions. 
•Click the word Edit to pull up a record or Return to cancel.



Opinion Status Codes
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• Open – newly created.  No supervision information
• Supervised – QAS corrections entered and ‘Save’ was pressed.
• BAR Verification Requested – QAS corrections entered and is 

requesting BAR Verification. 
• BAR Response Requested –

• ‘Direct request to BAR’ issued from QAS and ‘Save & Send 
BAR Notification’ pressed.

• GSL requested opinion and ‘Save & Send BAR Notification’ 
pressed.

• ‘Create & Attach Opinion’ was clicked from the SIMS Edit 
screen.

• Closed – BAR has entered their corrections and remarks.



Edit Opinion – QAS 
Open
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•OSP QAS enters file sample id, original result(s), date and inspector name. 
•OSP QAS may change grain/class/subclass.
•OSP QAS may enter the plus, minus, and new pick result as the QAS Pick Result.
•Supervision results of non-numeric factors, like odor, are entered in the QAS Pick Result field.
• Remarks can be added for each factor and/or the sample.
•Click ‘Save’ to save and exit, ‘Save & Request BAR Verification’ to ask BAR’s opinion, or 
‘Return’ to cancel.



Request BAR Verification - QAS
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•If QAS wants BAR to verify opinion, press the ‘Save & Request BAR Verification’ and a 
pop-up will ask you to confirm.  
•Press OK or Cancel.
•If you press OK, a pop-up says ‘An email notification has been sent to the BAR’
•Press OK



Request BAR Verification - example

9

•Email that is sent to BAR requesting verification.



Edit Opinion – BAR
BAR Verification Requested
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•The BAR enters the BAR Plus, BAR Minus, and BAR Pick Result , date and name. 
•Supervision results of non-numeric factors, like odor, are entered in the BAR Pick Result 
field.
•BAR may change grain/class/subclass.
•Remarks can be added for each factor and/or the sample.
•Press ‘Save’ to save and exit,  ‘Return’ to cancel, or ‘Save & Send Verification Response’ .



BAR Verification - BAR
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•When you press ‘Save & Send Verification Response’ a pop-up will ask you to 
confirm.  
•Press OK or Cancel.
•If you press OK, a pop-up says ‘An email notification has been sent to’ the initials 
of the OSP.
•Press OK



BAR Verification – example
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•Email that is sent to OSP after BAR verification.
•Information is available via Edit Existing Opinion.



Edit Opinion – BAR 
BAR Response Requested
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•BAR enters BAR Plus, BAR Minus, date and inspector name. 
•BAR may change grain/class/subclass.
•BAR new pick can be entered as BAR Pick Result.
•Supervision results of non-numeric factors, like odor, are entered in the BAR Pick Result field.
• Remarks can be added for each factor and/or the sample.
•BAR may click ‘Save & Send Opinion Response’, ‘Save’ to save & exit, or ‘Return’ to cancel.



BAR Opinion Response - BAR
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•When you press ‘Save & Send Opinion Response’ a pop-up will ask you to 
confirm.  
•Press OK or Cancel.
•If you press OK, a pop-up says ‘An email notification has been sent to’ the initials 
of the OSP.
•Press OK



BAR Opinion Response - example
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•Email that is sent to OSP QAS/GSL after BAR opinion.



Opinion Flow Chart
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Contacts
• Comments and Questions can be directed to: 

• QAC Program Manager
• Anita Heckenbach   anita.d.heckenbach@usda.gov 816-891-0416

• USDA-FGIS-QACS
• Ken Critchfield Ken.L.Critchfield@usda.gov (316) 617-3771

• QAC  Team members
• David Ayers cdgid@aol.com
• Jim Brown James.F.Brown@usda.gov
• Larry Freese  Larry.D.Freese@usda.gov
• Dale Phetteplace Dale.E.Phetteplace@usda.gov
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