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QAC Home page 

The small link at the top left (example is “QAC Home”) is called a Breadcrumb.  
These can be clicked to navigate to other pages or come back “Home”.   
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Sample Inspection and Monitoring System 
(SIMS) 

  A tool designed to help detect developing problems by 
collecting information that describes current inspection 
performance. There are three ways to obtain 
information for SIMS – Random (RSIMS), Targeted 
(TSIMS), and Flagged (FSIMS). 

 Targeted SIMS are created with the Create New 
Targeted SIMS link. 

 Flagged SIMS profiles are created with the Flagged SIMS 
Profiles link. 

 Once the sample is received by the QAS or GSL, they 
have the ability to enter their results by clicking the Edit 
New SIMS or Edit Existing SIMS link.  
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Edit New SIMS 

•Page lists all new SIMS records that have not been supervised.    
•User may click the SIMS Type drop down to view a specific type - Random, Targeted, 
or Flagged.  
•User may click the SIMS Jurisdiction drop down to view just the National or Local 
selections. 
•Depending on your rights, the column entitled Action shows either Edit or View.  
•View indicates a sample the user does not rights to Edit. 
•Click to pull up the record. 
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SIMS Edit Screen 

•QAS/GSL/BAR enters the Supervision Result, Inspector number or name, and Date. 
•QAS/GSL may create an opinion to the BAR by clicking Create & Attach Opinion. 
•QAS may also request this sample to be used as a Voluntary STEP (VSTEP). 
•Click More Factors to add additional factors that were missed. 

5 



SIMS Edit Screen (cont)  

•After Supervision Result is entered, the Warning and Action limits are shown.  Factor 
name will appear in green if outside warning limits or red if outside the action limits.   
•QAS/GSL/BAR may click Corrective Action, if warranted. 
•If additional factors were added, QAS/GSL/BAR may mark factor as Actionable, if 
warranted. 
•Press Save to save and exit or Return to cancel. 
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SIMS - Sample Not Available 

•Mark the box “Sample Not Available” if the one of the following is true: 
•The sample is unavailable for monitoring  or 
•The Lot was certified on the average of several sublots and IDW does not have 
information on specific sublots, i.e. rice roundlots.  {Results of individual sublots will not 
match the original results shown, the average of all the sublots} 

•Enter the reason the sample is unavailable in the Remarks box and press Save. 
•For National samples, please notify your Field Office or QACS to enter the remarks and 
mark the box.   
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SIMS – Create Corrective Action 

•When the QAS/GSL clicks Corrective Action and presses Save, a Corrective Action tab 
is created.  
•The QAS/GSL sends the sample back to the original inspector for a re-pick.    
•The re-pick result and the QAS/GSL corrections are entered by clicking ”Edit Existing 
Corrective Action” on the QAC main page.  



SIMS – Create Opinion 

•When the QAS/GSL clicks Create & Attach Opinion, a popup appears with the new 
Opinion ID. 
•Press OK. 
•Click the tab labeled “Opinion”.  



SIMS – Create Opinion (cont.)  

•QAS/GSL should enter any remarks for factor or sample.   
•Click “Save & Send BAR Notification”.   Popup will ask if you really want to do this. 
•Click OK or Cancel.   
•If OK is selected, another popup will tell you that an email has been sent to the BAR. 
•Press OK. 
•Send sample to BAR. 



SIMS - Create VSTEP   

•While QAS is entering the Local SIMS results, they can create a VSTEP by checking the 
box “Request VSTEP”.   
•Mail sample and separations to the BAR. 
•Press Save to save and exit or Return to cancel. 
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STEP to BAR 

•After a SIMS result is entered and saved, the sample may be selected as a STEP 
sample:     

1. QAC may select the sample randomly. 
2. If the sample matches the criteria in a Flagged STEP profile. 

•A pop-up will immediately appear asking that the sample to sent to the BAR 
within 2 days. 
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RSIMS Flow Chart 
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TSIMS Flow Chart 

14 



FSIMS Flow Chart 
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Contacts 

• Comments and Questions can be directed to:  
• QAC Project Manager 

• Anita Heckenbach   anita.d.heckenbach@usda.gov  816-659-8402 
• USDA-FGIS-QACS 

• Ken Critchfield {Retired} 
• QAC  Team members 

• David Ayers cdgid@aol.com 
• Jim Brown {Retired} 
• Larry Freese  {Retired} 
• Dale Phetteplace {Retired} 
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