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QAC – GSL Enhancement  

 When QAC was first planned,  the Grading Services Laboratory (GSL) 
was going to supervise all official agencies.   However,  by the time 
QAC came online, GSL didn’t have the space or personnel to supervise 
all official agencies. 

 The GSL enhancement was created as a bridge to allow the F/O QAS 
to enter SIMS supervision results into QAC for samples from their 
Official Agencies that have the jurisdiction of “National”.   

 The F/O QAS that supervise official agencies will be assigned the 
identities of OSP QAS & GSL in GAS.   

 STEPs and Opinions with National jurisdiction (including all from the 
official agency QAS) will be forwarded to the BAR.  ** 

 To select SIMS samples that will be supervised by GSL/BAR – TSD must 
use Create Flagged SIMS Profile.   Cannot use Create Targeted SIMS 
(which have jurisdiction of Local and will stay at Field Office). 
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The Enhancement (Summary) 

 The enhancement will allow FO QASs the ability to:  
 Supervise and enter national SIMS samples into QAC by official 

agencies/service points in their circuit. 
 Correct and enter corrective actions that were sent back to 

official agencies/service points in their circuit.  
 Correct and enter OTS of sample from official agencies/service 

points in their circuit.   
 STEPS would continue to come to the BAR.  **  Due to limited 

BAR personnel and QMP agreements -  QASs may enter Official 
Agency STEPS as OTS.    

 Opinions – if elevated past the local OSP QAS - would come to 
the BAR.  

 Referees & Surveys would remain either local OSP only or 
national and initiated by BAR/FOSS/QACS.  
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Select User Type 
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•After login, F/O QAS will need to Select User Type as either OSP QAS or GSL.  
  

•If GSL is chosen, the QAS will be allowed to:  Create New Targeted SIMS, 
Create a Flagged SIMS profile, enter National supervision results, mark samples 
for Corrective Action and enter results,  and Create and Edit OTS – of their field 
office and official agency personnel. 
 
•If OSP QAS is chosen, the QAS will be allowed to use all the QAC tools for 
field office personnel, including Targeted STEP.  



QAC Home Page 

•Blue Links are tools that OSP QAS can 
use – all with the jurisdiction of “Local”. 

•Supervision of FGIS personnel only.  

•Blue Links are tools that GSL can use – 
all with the jurisdiction of “National”. 

•Supervision of FGIS and Official Agency 
personnel.  
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Toggle back & forth by clicking Current User Type:  [GSL] or [OSP QAS]  



OSP, Service Points, and Inspectors 
Type: OSP QAS  

Will see FO OSP, Service Points, and 
Personnel 

 
Type: GSL  

Will see OSP assigned in GAS and 
associated Service Points and Personnel 
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SIMS Data Entry – Local Samples 
Type: OSP QAS  Type: GSL 
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No Difference 



SIMS Data Entry – National Samples 
Type: OSP QAS  

 

 Can ‘View’ National samples 

Type: GSL 

 

Can enter results of National samples.  
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VSTEP and Opinion 
Type: OSP QAS  

• Can create a VSTEP from QAS to BAR 

•Can create an opinion from the QAS to 
the BAR. 

Type: GSL 

•Can create an opinion from the QAS to 
the BAR. 
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Note:  Even though Opinion can be created from “GSL” to BAR, “GSL” is not be able to 
view opinion.  Will have to switch back to OSP QAS to view.   



Differences 

 Type:  OSP QAS 
 

 Utilize most QAC tools, 
including Opinion, OTS, 
and Performance Appraisal 
Samples, Volunteer and 
Targeted STEP, Referees 
and Surveys between 
ACGs and QAS.   
 

 Type:  GSL 
 

 Create Targeted and 
Flagged SIMS, enter SIMS 
data into QAC, mark 
factors that need 
Corrective Action, enter 
Corrections, Create and 
enter OTS for ACGs and 
LIs. 
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Differences (cont) 

 Type:  OSP QAS 
 

 Able to view opinions 
from QAS to BAR. 

 Able to view STEPs 
from QAS to BAR. 

 Type:  GSL 
 

 Not able to view 
opinions. 

 Not able to view STEP 
samples, even if sample 
is selected. 

 Can “View” SIMS & 
Corrective Actions from 
official agency. 
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Contacts 

• Comments and Questions can be directed to:  
• QAC Project Manager 

• Anita Heckenbach   anita.d.heckenbach@usda.gov  816-659-8402 
• USDA-FGIS-QACS 

• Ken Critchfield {Retired} 
• QAC  Team members 

• David Ayers cdgid@aol.com 
• Jim Brown {Retired} 
• Larry Freese  Larry.D.Freese@usda.gov 
• Dale Phetteplace {Retired} 

12 

mailto:anita.d.heckenbach@usda.gov�
mailto:cdgid@aol.com�
mailto:Larry.D.Freese@usda.gov�

	FGIS QAS / GSL Enhancement 
	QAC – GSL Enhancement	
	The Enhancement (Summary)
	Select User Type
	QAC Home Page
	OSP, Service Points, and Inspectors
	SIMS Data Entry – Local Samples
	SIMS Data Entry – National Samples
	VSTEP and Opinion
	Differences
	Differences (cont)
	Contacts

